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KIARA TAFE BUSHLAND 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise this evening to speak about the Kiara TAFE 
bushland. Members who have been keenly following every single word I say will be aware that I have asked a 
series of questions on this matter over the past few weeks. This piece of bushland is small compared with much 
of our other urban bushland, but it is important, and will become even more important as more and more land is 
cleared around the metropolitan area. The vegetation in the Kiara TAFE bushland has been classified as 
Bassendean central and south. The Bush Forever plan originally proposed to save 13 per cent of the original area 
of Bassendean central and south vegetation. I recently put a question on notice to the Minister for Planning—I 
hope to receive an answer soon—to confirm exactly how much Bassendean central and south vegetation remains 
in the Perth metropolitan region of the Swan coastal plain. What I am hearing from concerned constituents and 
people who have been working in this area for quite some time is that the remaining amount of vegetation is 
already falling below the originally desired 13 per cent. There are concerns that it may be as little as 10 per cent, 
and if that is the case, it is all the more imperative that the Kiara TAFE bushland be protected. 

The community around Kiara has passionately fought to save this 12-hectare patch of remnant bush for about 14 
years. This is not the first time this patch has been threatened by rezoning proposals, but on every occasion the 
community has spoken out against rezoning by organising petitions and making submissions. They have been 
very consistent in their opposition to the urban development of this bushland. When it first faced the prospect of 
losing this bushland to development in 1996, the newly formed Kiara Progress Association voted unanimously to 
keep the land as either a TAFE college or as bush; either way, the association was very clear that it did not want 
the land to be rezoned as urban. Follow-up doorknocking in the area gathered about 600 signatures for a 
submission to the Western Australian Planning Commission opposing the rezoning of the area to urban. 
Following this action, the proposal for the Kiara TAFE site was withdrawn from that specific metropolitan 
region scheme amendment. 

In 1998, more than 900 signatures were gathered to oppose the rezoning of the site to urban, and to call for a 
managed bushland park. The major MRS amendment that included the proposal to rezone the Kiara TAFE site 
was disallowed in this place due to overwhelming public desire to keep this bushland intact. Most recently, in 
2006, the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority resolved to proceed with the rezoning of the site to urban as a 
minor amendment to the MRS. Once again the community very strongly expressed its opposition to rezoning, 
with 73 of the 86 submissions received to the amendment being against the rezoning. Importantly, there was only 
one submission in support of rezoning, while 12—mostly government departments—were neutral on the issue. 
The previous minister and the WAPC decided to allow verbal submissions to a committee hearing for minor 
amendments, even though that is not strictly required. The committee considered the submissions and the advice 
of the Environmental Protection Authority that this remnant native bushland had significant value as a local 
bushland area and for its wetland upland biodiversity values. The committee then requested further information 
from the WA Planning Commission’s Bush Forever office. The Bush Forever office advised at that point that the 
attributes of the site could meet Bush Forever criteria. Due to the extensive clearing in the area, of course, this 
site may be now regionally significant. Also, the fencing that the Department of Housing put around the site has 
actually assisted in the regeneration of this bush. 

The hearings committee did a great job in understanding and addressing the concerns of the local residents. 
Although the committee’s advice to the WAPC did include some development, it very clearly advised that the 
Kiara TAFE site should be assessed against Bush Forever criteria and included in Bush Forever if it did meet the 
criteria; yet this was not done, and it looks as though it is not going to be done. I and residents are asking why. 
Why will the minister not take the advice of the hearings committee; and why is the minister seemingly deaf to 
the consistent and strong voice of the community that wants this bushland saved? As I said, I have asked some of 
these questions in this place already and I have been very disappointed by the answers I have received. The 
minister has offered other parks and reserves in the area as reasons to not be concerned about retaining Kiara 
bushland. But the other parks and reserves in the area are not bushland, so they are not interchangeable. 

I have also been told, based on a study done in 2000, that this bush was apparently not valuable enough to be 
saved. However, advice received in 2006 from within the department very clearly states that the bush may well 
be more valuable than was recognised in 2000. And, as I said, the fencing and regeneration may be a very good 
reason for this. Therefore, the hearings committee strongly recommended that the bush be assessed again in the 
current context of the loss of Bassendean central and south vegetation in the metropolitan area of the Swan 
coastal plain, and the hearings committee was confident that the Kiara TAFE site would meet the criteria for 
Bush Forever. 

I and the community do not understand why the most recent advice from within the department is being ignored 
in favour of 10-year-old advice from external consultants. I have been told that the current plan was the subject 
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of widespread community consultation and is therefore reflective of community wishes, but deeper investigation 
does not bear this out. In 2003, the Department of Housing advertised only two options, neither of which was 
along the lines of saving 100 per cent of the bush. When the Save Kiara Bushland group rectified this error by 
doing its own letterbox drop, almost 90 per cent of the respondents opted for saving 100 per cent of the bush. 
The Save Kiara Bushland group has engaged in widespread community consultation through Kiara, Lockridge 
and Morley for the past 14 years and that group is consistently finding that between 85 per cent and 90 per cent 
of residents still want to see this site retained as 100 per cent bush. 

Therefore, this is the year—in fact this is the week—that the government has progressed the Bush Forever plan 
to the point that we finally do have a metropolitan region scheme amendment on the table, and I applaud that; I 
really do. But the proposed destruction of the Kiara bushland shows that our ability to value our biodiverse 
bushland seems to be as impaired as ever. Therefore, the very least we should be doing is following through the 
recommendation to assess this site; if we fail to do that, we will make a mockery of the public consultation. 
There is no doubt that what the community wants is to save this bushland. It wants to keep it as bushland. If we 
try to pretend otherwise, we will simply be ignoring community wishes. Frankly, to pretend otherwise and claim 
that the community wants the site to be developed is just a straight-out lie. 
 


